Students at San Ramon Valley High School cannot wait to turn 18.  Turning 18 means many things, among which are the ability to vote and finally becoming a legal adult.  But some students are waiting to turn 18 for a different reason: they cannot wait to get inked.

 Tattoos are a way to express yourself.  They can be used to represent something or to honor someone.  Sometimes people just get them because they think they are cool.  Unfortunately, tattoos are permanent unless removed with a laser, which can be costly and painful, even more so than the tattoo itself.  

 Some students at SRVHS have already gotten tattoos.  Tim Lin (12) has his Chinese name (with last name and generation) on his upper back.  The last symbol in the tattoo means “king’s scepter”.  Tim is very happy with his tattoo and has absolutely no regrets about it.  McKenna Slabough (12) also has a tattoo on her back.  The words “Smile now, cry later” are tattooed onto her right shoulder in honor of her mom and stepdad.  After McKenna’s mom agreed to the tattoo, McKenna got it done by a professional in Berkeley.

 Even some of the teachers at SRVHS have tattoos.  Some of them include:  Moran, Santos, Bonnar, Horvath, Pike, Van Ness, Pinkerton, and Davis.  When asked about her three current tattoos, Mrs. Davis said, “Tattoos have significance, I would never get one just to get one”.  Apparently, Mrs. Davis had never wanted a tattoo, but her son made her promise to get one when she turned 50.  Her first tattoo was a breaking wave on her back because of her marine biology background.  Her only regret about that tattoo was that, “I’d want it somewhere I could see it”.  The second tattoo was three purple roses with her sons’ names on banners between them on her ankle.  The third was two stingrays on her leg.  Mrs. Davis has a tattoo in progress that is a brightly colored phoenix.  When asked about why she has so many Mrs. Davis said, “Tattoos are addicting- you can’t just have one”.

Tattoos may seem like the “cool” thing to do in today’s society with prominent people like professional athletes, actors, actresses, and musicians sporting body art.  Tattoos are something not easily erased and should not be a spur of the moment decision.

