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Smart Cars…Smart Enough for You?

For some time now, the Smart Car has ruled the streets of Europe.  Although this car has been around for over ten years, it has finally managed to jump the pond to the states as of January 2008.  Not only is the Smart Car designed and produced using environmental friendly factors such as the way the car is painted and its completely recyclable self, but this tiny compact car is great for parking and gas mileage, 33 miles per gallon  in town, 40 on the highway, and 40 mpg in suburban driving (smartusa.com). Due to its size and gas mileage, many find the Smart Car fascinating; yet, few people actually own this eco-friendly car.

For students interested in owning a Smart Car, there is a pretty long process they have to go through.  In order to buy a Smart Car, first you would have to go online to smartusa.com, after  putting down $100 reservation, you then design your car(choosing the features and color), and go through a waiting process anywhere from 12 months to more. Just ask fellow San Ramon English teacher Ms. Kerri Pike, Pike was asked to wait 18 months for her blue little car.(but her luck has turned because she will receive it in 11 months)  Although the Smart Car may be small on the outside, its price tag definitely is not. The Smart Car comes in three different models: Smart Fortwo Pure, Smart Fortwo Passion Coupe, and the Smart Fortwo Passion Cabriolet.  The Smart Fortwo Pure starts at around twelve thousand dollars without any features.  Adding air conditioning or even a cd player, plus the tax liability, pushes the price up at least another three to four thousand.

Owning a Smart Car is a great choice to help the environment and lower your gas usage; yet, there are many pros and cons to owning this car.  Some people may have concern with the Smart Car’s size.  Although the outside may seem fragile, the Smart Car is in reality very safely equipped.  If you can afford its price, then this is the car for you.

Not only is the Smart Car unique in its size and appearance, it is also the most fuel efficient non hybrid car manufactured.  The Smart Car also has some very cool safety features such as the Electronic Stability Program (ESP). This feature automatically controls the car’s engine throttle and Anti-lock brakes when swerving.  Other features include the Cornering Brake Control (CBS), the Electronic Brake Assist (BAS) and more.  These additional features help the Smart Car maintain a higher safety rating than even the minicooper. 
Thanks to today’s technology, we are able to drive into the future with more fuel efficient safe cars.  If you are interested in learning more about unique cars, for more information visit www.smartusa.com.
